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How to strengthen supervision of CB active in third 

countries 
 

 

Rational; 

The lacking supervision of the control bodies and control authorities in third 

countries is the central weakness of the organic import system.  

The intensity of the supervision in a similar quantity and quality as established 

in European Member States needs to be ensured. In an EU Member State an 

annual supervision of CB/CA is performed by both the accreditation body and 

the competent authority. Accompanied inspection and other administrative 

supervision by Competent Authorities on an annual basis are regularly 

established. In third countries, there are no competent authorities, the 

supervision is mainly based on the accreditation bodies and risk-based FVO 

audits based on country reports carried out by FVO in time periods of around 5 

to 8 years. This proposal aims for improving the supervision of CB/CA activities 

in third countries and raising it to a similar level as established in Europe. 

 

 
 

Text proposed by Malta presidency on 13 February 2017 

 

Article 29  

 

Recognition and supervision of control authorities and control bodies  
 

1. The Commission may adopt implementing acts recognising, or withdrawing the recognition of 

control authorities and control bodies […] competent to carry out controls and to issue an 

organic certificate in third countries, and establishing a list of those control authorities and 

control bodies. Those implementing acts shall be adopted in accordance with the examination 

procedure referred to in Article 37(2).  

 



1a. The control authorities or control bodies shall be recognised for the import of the 

categories of products as listed in Article 25 (5a).  

1b. In order to be recognised, the control authorities and control bodies shall fulfil the 

following criteria:  

(a) control authorities and control bodies shall be legally established in one Member State or 

third country;  

 (b) control authorities and control bodies shall have the capacity to carry out controls to 

ensure that the conditions set out in Article 28(1)(a), (b)(i) and (c) and in this Article are met 

for organic products intended for import into the Union;  

(c) control authorities and control bodies shall offer adequate guarantees of objectivity and 

impartiality and be free from any conflict of interest as regards the exercise of control tasks;  

(d) control bodies shall be accredited to the relevant harmonised standard for ‘Conformity 

assessment – Requirements for bodies certifying products, processes and services’, the 

reference of which has been published in the Official Journal of the European Union;  

(e) control authorities and control bodies shall have the expertise, equipment and 

infrastructure required to carry our control tasks and a sufficient number of suitable 

qualified and experienced staff;  

(f) additional criteria that may be laid down in a delegated act, adopted pursuant to 

paragraph 7.  
[…]  

 

3. The accreditation referred to in paragraph 1b(d) may only be granted by:  

(a) a national accreditation body in the Union in accordance with Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of 

the European Parliament and of the Council19; or  

(b) an accreditation body outside the Union that is a signatory of a multilateral recognition 

arrangement under the auspices of the International Accreditation Forum.  

 
19 Regulation (EC) No 765/2008 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 9 July 2008 setting out the 

requirements for accreditation and market surveillance relating to the marketing of products and repealing 

Regulation (EEC) No 339/93 (OJ L 218, 13.8.2008, p. 30).  
 

4. Control authorities and control bodies shall submit to the Commission a request for 

recognition consisting of a technical dossier containing all the information needed to ensure 

that the criteria set out in paragraph 1b are met.  
The […] control bodies or control authorities shall provide the accreditation certificate issued by 

the accreditation body or respectively the latest assessment report issued by the competent 

authority, and, as appropriate, latest reports on the regular on-the-spot evaluation, surveillance 

and multiannual re-assessment of their activities.  

 

5. Based on the information referred to under paragraph 4 and on any other relevant 

information related to the control authority or control body, the Commission shall ensure 

appropriate supervision of the recognised control authorities and control bodies by annual 

regularly reviewing their performance and recognition. For the purposes of that supervision, the 

Commission may request additional information from the accreditation bodies or, as appropriate, 

the competent authorities.  

 

6. The nature of the supervision shall be determined on the basis of an assessment of the […] 

likelihood of non-compliance taking into account in particular the activity of the control 

authority or control body, the type of products and operators under its control and the 

changes in the production standard and control measures.  

i) The performance of CB/CA registered shall be supervised once a year by physical 

inspection including a reasonable number of risk-based unannounced accompanied 



inspections of operators. This supervision should be performed by Food and Veterinary 

Office.  

ii) The recognition of control authorities or of control bodies referred to in paragraph 1 

shall in particular be withdrawn without delay in accordance with the procedure referred to 

in paragraph 1 when serious or repetitive infringements as regards the certification or the 

controls and actions laid down in accordance with paragraph 8 have been detected and 

when the control body or control authority concerned fails to take appropriate and timely 

remedial action after request of the Commission within a period which the Commission 

shall determine according to the severity of the problem and which generally may not be 

more less than 30 days.  
 

7. In order to ensure the transparency of the recognition and supervision procedures, the 

Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in accordance with Article 36 […] 

supplementing the criteria laid down in paragraph 1b to be applied to the recognition, or the 

withdrawal of the recognition, of the control authorities and control bodies referred to in 

paragraph 1, as well as laying down provisions concerning the exercise of the supervision by the 

Commission, including through on-the-spot examination.  

 

7b. In order to ensure the effectiveness, efficiency and transparency of the controls of 

imported products, the Commission shall be empowered to adopt delegated acts in 

accordance with Article 36 concerning the controls and other actions to be performed by 

control authorities and control bodies recognised by the Commission for the purpose of this 

Article.  
 

8. The Commission may adopt implementing acts to ensure the application of measures in relation 

to cases of non-compliance affecting the integrity of organic products imported under the 

recognition provided for in this Article or suspicion of such cases. Such measures may consist in 

particular in the verification of the integrity of the organic products before placing the products on 

the market within the Union and, where appropriate, the suspension of the authorisation of placing 

on the market within the Union of such products as organic. Those implementing acts shall be 

adopted in accordance with the examination procedure referred to in Article 37(2).  

 

9. On duly justified imperative grounds of urgency relating to the protection against unfair 

practices or practices which are incompatible with the principles and rules on organic 

production, the protection of consumers' confidence or the protection of fair competition 

between operators, the Commission shall adopt immediately applicable implementing acts in 

accordance with the procedure referred to in Article 37(3) to take the measures referred to in 

paragraph 8 of this Article or to decide on the withdrawal of the recognition of the control 

authorities and control bodies referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article. 
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